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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

As part of its duty of disclosure, Applicant submits herewith a copy of the 
International Preliminary Examination Report issued in connection with the 
corresponding PCT patent application (PCT/EP99/07094), of which the present 
application represents the United States national phase. Entry of this Report in the file of 
the present application and favorable consideration by the examiner is respectfully 
requested. 
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